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Recognized with an IEEE Milestone

Aiming to make calculators anyone could use, Sharp 
conducted tireless R&D that led to the world’s first all 
transistor calculator in 1964. Some years later, Sharp 
engineers used this passion for originality to successfully 
develop the world’s first IC/LSI calculators, and 
pocketsize LCD calculators. New technologies that 
came out of this development process, such as LSIs, 
LCDs and solar cells, have contributed to the 
advancement of the electronics industry. In December 
2005, these achievements were recognized as the IEEE 
named Sharp’s calculator development an IEEE 
Milestone.*

Such honors remind Sharp of its responsibility to 
contribute to society, a task it will carry out by working 
even harder to make products for future generations. 

Making products with a focus on 
environmental consciousness

Today’s product development and manufacture must be 
carried out with a commitment to the environment. No 
matter how convenient the products, they are of no use 
if they harm the environment and human health.

Since 1998, Sharp has done its utmost to improve the 
environmental performance of products, efforts that the 
company has further expanded into the area of devices 
since 2004.

In fiscal 2006, Sharp started full-scale operation of a 
system to assess the environmental impact over the life 

cycle of products and devices. This system works hand-
in-hand with the incorporation of environmentally 
conscious design into the product-making process.

Aiming to become an environmentally 
advanced company

In fiscal 2004, Sharp set a medium-term goal of 
becoming an environmentally advanced company and is 
taking environmentally conscious action in all business 
activities to achieve this goal. 

Sharp is working to minimize the environmental impact 
of its worldwide production facilities. Factories that meet 
Sharp’s strict standards for environmental protection are 
certified as Green Factories and Super Green Factories. 
As of fiscal 2004, all of Sharp’s domestic production 
facilities had achieved Green Factory status. Of special 
note are the large-scale LCD production facilities in 
Kameyama and Mie, whose thorough environmental 
conservation measures have made them Super Green 
Factories. With the construction of Plant No. 2, the 
Kameyama Plant is adding more advanced 
environmental technologies, like a 5-MW photovoltaic 
power system, the world’s largest, and 1-MW fuel cells, 
the largest of their kind in Japan. 

Among overseas factories, eight out of 22 bases ach-
ieved the standards for Green Factories in fiscal 2005. 
Special mention goes to the office equipment manufac-
turing plant in France, which has become the first over-
seas factory to achieve the status of Super Green Facto-
ry. Sharp plans to make all of its group factories, 
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including those overseas, Green Factories by fiscal 
2007.

But Sharp’s environmental action covers the entire 
spectrum: other efforts include the development of 
state-of-the-art environmental technologies, the 
introduction of a proprietary environment management 
system, and the provision of environmental training for 
all employees.

Achieving zero global warming impact 
by 2010

Sharp recognizes global warming as one of the most 
pressing environmental issues. 

To actively play a part in tackling this problem, in 2004 
Sharp defined its corporate vision as “zero global 
warming impact by 2010.” This concept limits to the 
greatest extent possible the amount of greenhouse gas 
emissions resulting from business activities, while at the 
same time, significantly reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions due to the energy-creating effects of solar 
cells and to the energy-saving effects of new products 
manufactured by Sharp. The amount of greenhouse 
gas emissions reduced is to exceed the amount emitted 
by fiscal 2010.

Sharp’s production of solar cells totaled 428 MW in 
2005 (a 32% increase from the previous year), recording 
the world’s largest volume consecutively for the sixth 
year in a row. Sharp will further expand solar cell 
production to provide clean energy to the world and 
achieve its corporate vision.

Earning the trust of society through CSR

The key to creating a wide range of know-how, and not 
just the core technologies of products, lies in fostering 
human resources. To enable all employees to fully 
demonstrate their abilities, Sharp is actively carrying out 
a range of human resource development programs. 
These include the Leadership Program, which nurtures 
future management personnel, and Affirmative Action, 
which creates better opportunities for female 
employees.

Sharp will boost its effort on the corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) front by strengthening ties not only 
within the Sharp Group but also with business partners, 
suppliers and all other companies involved in Sharp 
business processes.

Since its foundation, Sharp has contributed to society 
by making never-before-seen products that meet the 
needs of the next generation and by creating totally new 
markets. Sharp will continue to fulfill its social mission in 
obedience to its business creed of “Sincerity and 
Creativity.”

We look forward to hearing your frank opinions.

June 2006

* IEEE Milestone: Established in 1983 by the IEEE, the world’s largest 
institute of electric and electronics engineers, to honor important 
historic achievements in electrical and electronics technologies and 
their relevant fields that have contributed to the betterment of society. 


